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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2018-332
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members R. Brown, Anderson, Becton, Bowman, Boyer, Brosche, K. Brown, Carter, Crescimbeni, Dennis, Ferraro, Gaffney, Gulliford, Hazouri, Love, Morgan, Newby and Wilson
Date of Introduction: May 8, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: None
Date of Analysis: May 10, 2018
Type of Action: Expression of Council sentiment; direction to Chief of Legislative Services
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City Council’s support for Duval County School Board Resolution 2017-04 that opposes the changes in the state’s graduation requirements, including increasing concordant scores for attainment on the Florida Standards Assessment or alternative assessments. The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to provide copies of the adopted resolution to the Duval County School Board, the Duval Legislative Delegation, the Florida Board of Education and the Florida Department of Education. 
Background Information: The Florida Department of Education is considering making changes to the state’s graduation requirements that would have the effect of reducing the county’s high school graduation rate by making alternatives to the FCAT more difficult. The state proposes to increase concordant scores (the scores determined to be equivalent to passing scores on the FCAT) on the SAT and ACT tests and to eliminate the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) as a concordant assessment or alternative to demonstrating FCAT equivalency. The School Board estimates that increasing the FCAT equivalency scores on the SAT and ACT and eliminating the PERT as an alternative to FCAT will reduce the district’s graduation rate by 7-11% overall, and by 12-30% in Title1 schools with a disproportionate number of students living in poverty. The School Board resolution cites the district’s substantially improving academic performance in recent years and states that multiple pathways to earning a high school diploma are essential to delivering a customized, student-centered education in the county.
Policy Impact Area: high school graduation rates
Fiscal Impact: None to City
Analyst: Clements
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